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To Our Subscribers: 


\re you one of the few who have not 
yet sent in the first year’s subscription 
payment? Help us make the charter 
subscription list 100%. The hundreds 
of letters we have received prove that a 
Christian layman’s news bulletin is be- 
ing really appreciated. Our nation is 
in a great crisis; never has there been 
a time when the revelation of motives, 
facts and spiritual issues hidden be- 
tween the lines of news has been so 
greatly needed. There are some Chris- 
tians who do not try to think or to keep 
up with a swiftly moving world. Most of 
us say, “Oh, I want very much to keep 
up yet it is hard to find time to read 
much.” That is where Between the 
Lines is proving invaluable. One sub- 
scriber has written, “Between the Lines 
is a great time saver. It brings facts 
and trends of importance one could 
otherwise possess only after hours of 
reading.” Another writes, “Already 
with only three issues, I’ve noticed that 
your predictions of points of signifi- 
cance for us to watch have been ful- 
filled in the development of events. 
Don’t pull your punches!” We won't. 











Gandhi 


In stepping down from leadership on 
grounds of conscience, but in coopera- 
tion with his friend and successor Jawa- 
harlal Nehru, Gandhi has done substan- 
tially what he said he would do if such 
circumstances arose, when he granted a 
private interview to one of the present 
writers in London over ten years ago. 
He was clear even then that in a situa- 
tion like the one he has been facing, he 
would abandon neither his principles 
nor his colleagues. During his first 
public address after his arrival for the 
Round Table Conference, he sat in his 
white garments on the platform at 
Friends’ House on Euston Road and said 
in his reedy, measured speech that while 
he himself believed in non-violence, 
which he explained in detail, there were 
those in his movement who held a differ- 
ent view. Then slowing up to make sure 
his words were not missed, he asserted: 
“IT wish to express my solidarity with 
them.” 

—W orldover Press 


When Will We Learn? 

It took a war to drive home a point Christians have long maintained... . 
that men are equal. The incredibly swift defeats of the United Nations in Asia 
thus far have not been adequately explained by the Washington war information 
officers up to the time of this writing. But the answer is simple enough... . 
the white man has been outnumbered 5 to 1 or more. The white leaders, resting 
on white prestige and their assurance of superiority and blind to the handicaps 
of vast far flung communication lines accepted this ratio calmly and confi- 
dently. While no figures are available on the exact numbers of Europeans and 
Americans engaged in the battles for Asia, it is estimated that at least a quarter 
million Japanese have been poured into the Philippine Island battles, while it 
is doubtful that more than thirty thousand American military men were on 
duty there. The proportion of Caucasian strength is still less for Singapore, 
Java and Sumatra. Of course the white man has been flanked by large numbers 
of his native “volunteers,” but these have often proved more of a detriment 
than an advantage. Japan has an estimated total mobilized force of five million 
men under arms, of which one million are engaged in China, a half million re- 
ported on guard against Russia in Manchuria, a quarter million sent against 
the Philippines, a quarter million against Malay and Singapore, a quarter mil- 
lion against the Dutch East Indies and another quarter million against Burma. 
Add to these estimates another half million Japanese reserves reported moving 
up along this enormous battle line and we have accounted for nearly three mil- 
lions of Japanese man power, leaving yet in reserve over two million trained 
troops. The Japanese leaders put a 5 to 1 man power ratio into action and we 
have taken on this ratio. Maybe war will teach things about the brotherhood of 
man that peace could not. Maybe we will learn through hate that men are equal 
when we would not accept it through love. 


What Is Wrong With the Military Experts? 


Here is an important question: What has been wrong with military experts— 


their reports, their forecasts? Scarcely without exception we have been led 
astray and disasterously betrayed by following expert military advice. “The 
Maginot line is impregnable,” “The British Fleet is civilization’s anchor,” “Nor- 
way will be Hitler’s Waterloo,” “The Russians will collapse in six weeks,” “The 
Philippines can withstand any conceivable attacking force for at least two years,” 
“Hong Kong, the Gibraltar of Asia,” “Singapore is impregnable.” We have 
named the principal military headlines for the past three years and EVERY 
ONE of them has proven to be a false and dangerous illusion. 

What have the military men overlooked? What is the basic error in their 
judgment? There are two main factors involved: First, the military mind is 
not an imaginative mind. It can’t see progress. The generals could not see the 
usefulness of tanks until it was literally forced upon them. The commanders 
in World War I were indifferent to machine gun equipment, even for the 
A. E. F., at the very time that the machine gun was changing the course of the 
war in Europe. Military leaders refused to allow aviation its place until a 
democratic world was at the brink of defeat. The second basic error in military 
thinking is that the warrior must ignore human values, that he has to be ruthless 
to be effective, that men do not matter in gaining a military advantage. So the 
military mind becomes dulled and insensitive to the subtle human tides of 
thought and spirit that can sweep forward to change the course of history over 
night. The dilemma of the military mind is that to be effectively rugged and 
ruthless, it must ignore the most important force in human events, the surging 
currents within man’s spirit. 

The story of Singapore explains what we mean. British brass hats for ten years 
planned and hovered over that base and poured millions of English taxpayers’ 
money into it. But those military planners were — (Continued on last page) 
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What Is Wrong With the Military Experts? 
(Continued from first page) 

disdainful; aristocrats who called every yellow or brown 
man a coolie, who put signs in colonial parks “No natives 
or dogs allowed.” The yellow and brown man was there 
to be exploited, plundered or endured. The jungle behind 
Singapore was a defensive wall of native green through 
which no weapons worthy of the white man’s grandeur could 
penetrate. The great cannon placed to defend Singapore 
faced the sea so that any yellow enemy who dared to ape 
the white man’s prowess on water might be properly dealt 
with. But yellow men, brooding over long memories of 
stinging insults, took the white men’s weapons and adapted 
them to a new technique of jungle penetration, never con- 
templated by the white imperialist. The Orientals advanced 
with incredible speed through the last-minute defenses at 
Singapore’s rear which the westerners threw up in their panic 
for the big guns were set in concrete facing the wrong way! 
The imperialist’s overlords, satiated with luxury up to the 
last moment of alarm, had been betrayed by the assurances 
of their confident military. Many elements had been over- 
looked, especially the fact that the little brown men in the 
jungle, long despising their white masters would cooperate 
with the attacking yellow brothers. Military experts would 
do well to flank themselves with men experienced in dealing 
with human beings as human beings. Some veteran mis- 
sionaries of Asia have been trying to speak along this line 
for a long time, but of course they are not military strate- 
gists. Yet they might have known enough to point the guns 
the right way! And then again of course, if they had been 
consulted early enough the guns would never have been 
needed. 

While we realize that our American military strategists 
must be struggling with problems whose complexity we can 
only guess, we urge that they make every effort to avoid 
repetition of such mistakes made in the past, recognizing the 
importance of human spiritual values even in war. We be- 
lieve that they are indeed alive to this important factor in 
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military strategy and we face the future with confidence in 
their future plans. te 
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Hitlerian Headaches 

Wishful thinking must be avoided; but this is a summary 
of anonymous remarks made by a famous Swedish economist 
recently come to the United States on a business mission. 
His bias is pro-British, but he is a cool-headed man accus- 
tomed to relying on nothing but trustworthy facts. He says 
that taking figures of Nazi losses in Russia from German and 
not Soviet sources, the Nazis have lost a million and a half 
in killed, wounded and missing—that is, one in every four 
trained soldiers. But this has more than ordinary repercus- 
sions on the home front, for the number of children per home 
inside Germany is less now than in the last war; hence the 
losses hit a far greater number of homes and affect nearly 
everyone in the country. 

There are numerous elements in Germany that are power- 
ful and would like a change of regime. But here is an 
acute dilemma: if Hitler goes, it isn’t easy to transfer control 
to other Nazis and make a shift that goes far enough, with- 
out going too far and causing a complete collapse. Why? 
Because the price structure is a creature of Nazi control, en- 
forced by the Gestapo. If the Gestapo weakens its grip by 
removal of Hitler, there will be such an inevitable rush to- 
ward an economics of supply and demand that the entire 
system, held up by force, would fall apart with a crash. That 
gives even Hitler's conservative opponents pause. As for the 
revolutionary elements, they might welcome a collapse ex- 
cept that they are woefully weak, their ranks divided, their 
effective leadership killed off or in exile. 

—W orldover Press 


Coal Strike in England 

We've ordered no more strikes in America but in Eng- 
land they’ve been having a big coal strike in Kent. The 
miners have defied the government and the courts to press 
their claims against the owners. 





